
Financial Literacy Project for Holy Redeemer Parish 

Purpose: Provide parishioners with resources to support their knowledge in 

stewarding their finances during and after this pandemic in a manner that is accessible 

in various forms. This would be offered as a service to parishioners and school families. 

Background: Father Mark Smith asked the stewardship committee to speak with him 

and Matt Aujero, a parishioner at Holy Redeemer, concerning a plan to present financial 

literacy with a Catholic understanding of this topic to the Parish Council.  Research has 

indicated that these programs and resources encourage evangelization and increase the 

giving to the parish and helps families stabilize personal finances. 

Proposals: Matt Aujero advocates that our parish offer an in person class through 

Financial Peace University to our parish. Matt Aujero has taken a class with Financial 

Peace University through Dave Ramsey who is a Christian radio personality in the world 

of personal finance and money management. 

Father Mark Smith advocates that the authors of “A Catholic Guide to Spending Less and 

Living More”, Sam and Rob Fatzinger come to our parish to introduce the topic of 

stewardship in relation to finances. They are a married couple with fourteen children 

and are parishioners in this archdiocese. 

Bob and Carol Martin, have a list of Catholic Financial Literacy Resources that could be 

placed on Holy Redeemer Happenings and in the Parish Bulletin.  

****Considering what is currently known about the Delta Variant and its 

high transmissibility we support the following: 

Plan of Action: Provide the following list of Catholic Financial Literacy Resources that 

would be available on the parish website indefinitely as well as hard copies placed in the 

parish bulletin. They are as follows: 

• “Advice from a Debt-Free Family of 16, A Catholic Guide to Spending Less and Living More” by 

Sam and Rob Fatzinger publisher Ave Maria Press 

• “7 Steps to Becoming Financially Free” by Phil Lenahan, Catholic CPA:  publisher Our Sunday 

Visitor 



• “7 Steps to Becoming Financially Free Workbook” by Phil Lenahan, Catholic CPA;  publisher Our 

Sunday Visitor 

• Our Sunday Visitor also publishes two brochures titled: “Living Catholic Stewardship, Faith & 

Finances” and “Living Abundantly in Difficult Financial Times” both written by Phil Lenahan, 

Catholic CPA (These can be purchased and placed at the entrances to the Church) 

Also place on our parish website both YouTube videos of Sam and Rob Fatzinger on 

EWTN talking about this topic. This does not require any posting rights. They can be 

found by going to: 

• At Home with Jim and Joy 7/21/2021-Sam & Rob Fatzinger Pt. 1 and Pt. 2 on EWTN Youtube 

Next, when transmissibility of the Delta Variant has reached a low level offer 

parishioners an in person event with Sam and Rob Fatzinger as speakers to share a 

Catholic understanding of financial management in relation to stewardship and faith. 

Third, follow-up the in person talk of the Fatzingers with a letter to parishioners and 

school families to measure the interest in participating in the Financial Peace University 

program by Dave Ramsey. This would include the basic content of this class, the cost 

and the parish’s financial endorsement of this endeavor. 

With a response of twenty five or more people expressing an interest in Financial Peace 

University’s class, then proceed to establish an in person class that regards the safety of 

any participants and their families, i.e. mask wearing, social distancing, etc.  Also offer 

the option of online participation for those who cannot join in person. Holy Redeemer 

has multiple families that are high risk for Covid and may need online resources. 

The hope is the parish will be able to purchase the license offered by Financial Peace 

University. This costs $1,500 for twenty five families up to $2,500 for 100 families. This 

license allows a year of use for this program. 

Father Mark Smith indicated that the parish could cover the majority of the cost of the 

class for participants, with participants providing a small fee to defray costs. 


